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3,000 river kilometres
912 islands
138,000 ha of dynamic island habitats
147 - untouched or completely natural islands
14,000  ha of wilderness
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in total: 912 islands - 138,415 ha
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Category A = WILDislands (natural islands)
Category B = near natural islands (with potential for restoration)
Category C = other islands
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LIFE WILDisland

Project period: 15t Sept. 2021 — 315t August 2027
Budget: 14,2 Mio. € (EU 63,98%)

Objectives:

Establishment of ecological corridor for dynamic riverine habitats (Danube islands as
stepping stones)

Promotion of river dynamics & non-intervention management & riverine wilderness
Restoration of islands and dynamic riverine habitats

Improvement of conservation status of 91E0* as ,,umbrella habitat”

Cross-sectoral cooperation (nature conservation, waterway, hydropower, forestry)

WILDisland habitat eco-corridor as best practice Green & Blue Infrastructure for large
rivers in Europe
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Project Partnership:
8 Danube countries, 15 partners, 59 strategic partners

Waterway administrations:
Viadonau (AT)
ADUVIZIG (HU)

DANUBEPARKS (Network of Protected Areas):
Donau-Auen National Park(AT)

Hydropower:
BROZ (SK) UNIPER (D)
Duna-Ipoly National Park Directorate (HU) Verbund Austrian Hydropower (AT)
Duna-Drave National Park Directorate (HU)
Fertd Hansag National Park Directorate (HU) Forst Enterprises:
Nature Park Kopacki rit (HR) Croatian Forest (HR)
Persina Nature Park Directorate VojvodinaSume (RS)
Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve Authority (RO) ROMSILVA (RO)

Co-Financing: Energy Efficiency and Environmental Protection Fund (HR), Ministry for Agriculture (HU),
Bundesministerium fiir Landwirtschaft, Regionen und Tourismus (AT), NO Landesfischereiverband (AT),
Fischereirevierverband Il (AT)
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C.2.1. Dynamization island landscape ,,Schwalbeninsel”
(Donau-Auen Nationalpark/Austria)

Action: C.2.1. Schwalbeninsel

Measures
e Adaptation of groynes
vent of

Nationalpar,

o
viadonau .
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Action: C.2.3. Klizska Nema
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Action: C.2.3. Klizska Nema

Impact

Improved waterbody

m Improved dynamics
\:] Hydrological improvement
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LIFE WILDisland

 total budget 14,2 Mio. € (>70% for concrete conservation actions) to
restore 34 Danube islands

* 11 measures for hydro-morphological restoration (7.9 Mio. € = 55%)
(e.g. improved waterbodies on > 48 km)

» 12 forest restoration actions (transformation of plantations, IAS
Management (1.9 Mio. €)

* Danube-wide conservation of WILDislands
(136.000 € - strategic partnerships e.g. with Ramsar, [UCN)



“The WILDY dand i rstiative

is an excefie nt e xample for
the estabishment of Green
and Blue Infrastructure. The
Da rube Wild island Habitat
Comdorprog ect contnbutes
to further developing and
strengthen ng thecobe rence
of the Natura 2000 network. ™

Hum berto Dolgado Rosa
DG Emvaronment European Com misson
Director Natural Capital
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“The Danube Riveris 2

backbane for i odiversity in
Soul1-east Europe. OFnube
Protecied Areas manage and
protect the most vauabie
slEs and habitals. The am
of DANUBEFPARKS [0 BDster
2 coherent managemeant
practice, and initiaives (ke the Wiid isiand
Habita Comdor conimbule significantiy to
deveiop e Denube 353 large-scae ecological
corridor. =

Flortan Ballnus, Coordinatorof the
Priority Ares 8 (Blodiversity) of the
EU Straiegy for the Denube Region
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new LIFE programme 2021-2027
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life en

new LIFE call for proposal 2022 / publication dates (on the 17th of Via)
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life/life-calls-proposals en

new LIFE project database https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/search

Photo: Alexander Ivanov
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