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L’Observatori is an interdisciplinary and long-term monitoring project that was established in 1996 as a

joint project the Catalan Water Agency (ACA), Sant Celoni Council and the Autonomous University of

Barcelona’s (UAB) Institute of Environmental Science and Technology (ICTA). The Besòs Tordera

Consortium, the Diputació de Barcelona and the councils of Sant Celoni, Hostalric, Arbúcies, Santa Maria

de Palautordera and Malgrat de Mar all currently form part of and contribute to the project.

Over the past two decades, L’Observatori has also received support from many other municipalities in

the basin and both local and regional organisations. These organisations, governmental bodies and

private foundations include the Consell Comarcal de la Selva, the SELWA project, the Department of

Economy and Knowledge of the Generalitat de Catalunya, the Fundació Territori i Paisatge, L’Obra Social

"la Caixa" and the AGBAR Foundation.

TORDERA AND BESÒS RIVER BASINS OBSERVATORY



L’Observatori’s main objective is to assess ecological status indicators through long term monitoring. The research focuses on

the monitoring and continued registration of biological, hydrological and hydromorphological and physicochemical

indicators. The data obtained facilitates the systematic assessment of the quality status in accordance with the European

Water Framework Directive (WFD), as well as evaluating processes of change in the dynamics of fluvial ecosystems.

The Observatori research team is composed of researchers from the Autonomous University of Barcelona (UAB), the

University of Girona (UdG) and the University of Barcelona (UB). The research team also collaborates with a wide range

other institutions.
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Main goals







L’Observatori’s organizational structure highlighting PROECA as the key tool for knowledge transfer and dissemination.

PROECA, the environmental education, communication and training program was 
launched in 2004. The aim of the program is to communicate the research results 
obtained at L’Observatori in an accessible manner to the public, academics and 
policy makers alike.
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QBR results in the period
2002-2010

La Tordera Riera d’Arbúcies



exotic

Flora diversity and abundance



Flora diversity and
abundance: exotic species



Next steps: to evaluate interannual changes in 
riparian vegetation structure and composition
and in habitats, especially after flood events in 

non-regulated mediterranean rivers

Recent flood at la Tordera (torderada) during
“Gloria” phenomena last week


