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CONVERGES – Knowledge conversion for 
enhancing management of European riparian 

ecosystems and services
COST 16208

WG 1:Characterising degradation of riparian 
vegetation across the EU: status and pressures

Riis Tenna, Kelly-Quinn Mary, Aguiar Francisca, Manolaki Paraskevi, et al. 

ANNUAL MEETING IN CZECH REPUBLIC – 3-4th APRIL 2019

Global overview of ecosystem 
services in riparian vegetation 

Identify the 
range of 

ecosystem 
services

Describe ES 
characteristics 

Rank the 
importance of each 

ES across 4 
vegetation types

Overview of 
ecosystem services 

provided by 
riparian 

vegetation

Identify key 
knowledge gaps

Provide a decision 
making  

framework for 
management
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AIMSAIMS
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The ecosystem service cascade model
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Ecosystem Services Classification
CICES framework
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Collecting information about 
ES in riparian areas

What are the characteristics of the ecosystem service 
and what goods and benefits are derived from the 
service? 

What are the underlying processes underpinning the 
ecosystem service? 

What is the potential importance of the service? 
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Spatial Scale

Global Regional Local Unknown

Scale of 
Benefits

Abundant or 
common

High High Medium Unknown

Less than
common

High Medium Low Unknown

Uncommon Medium Low Low Unknown

Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown

ANNUAL MEETING IN CZECH REPUBLIC – 3-4th APRIL 2019

What is the potential importance of the service?
Ranking process 

ES importance per 4 VP 
type

Code color

High

Medium

Low
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Approach: Extreme Riparian Vegetation Types

Dry

Results: Provisioning and Regulating ES

Herbaceous
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Direct ES
in-situ and outdoor interactions with living systems that 

depend on presence in the environmental setting

Ecological 
quality to 
support 

recreation
al use

Sites of 
specific 

scientific 
interest

Sites used 
for 

conservati
on 

activities

Sites of 
cultural 

importanc
e

Area of 
natural
beauty

Indirect ES
Remote, often indoor interactions with living systems that 

do not require presence in the environmental setting

Totemic 
species or 
settings of 
religious 
interest

Species, 
habitats or 
landscapes 
that can 

be used as 
symbols

Artistic
production

s

Natural 
areas 

designated 
as 

wilderness

Species 
and 

ecosystem
settings

Results: Cultural ES

Methodological framework to guide management
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Further work

 Ηow can we convert our knowledge into a decision-making and management 

framework? 

 How can this global approach perform in a local scale? 

 How can we incorporate RV status and pressures?

 Do we have a list of pressures? (WG1, Task 1.3: Assess RV pressures) 
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The work is still in progress…
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Thank you

Louros river springs (Terovo lake)
Greece


