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1) Riparian areas delimited under this 
conceptions
� Ownership and parcel boundaries 

� Standard designated widths of the riparian zone

Policy (management) oriented conception
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� Standard designated widths of the riparian zone

� Tracking of policy compliance



Riparian areas in water management
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Ortho-photo River channel HM features 

including

riparian zone

Knehtl et al. (2017) (Ecohydrology) 

WFD: hydromorphology, water use tools



Bridging the gap
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Godfrey et al. (2010)



Knowledge conversion

Science 
(natural and social)

Policy-makers
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Managers/
stakeholders

Co-creation

Evidence push and pull



CONVERGES WG2 vs. WG3 
Timescale
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� Differences in current knowledge and management 
practices across Europe (comparability and transferability)

� Lack of effective communication and sharing of knowledge 
(different disciplines and countries)

Science-policy misalignments
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(different disciplines and countries)

� Insufficient knowledge conversion (academic to managers)

� Lack of suitable assessment tools (comparability?)

� No effective coordination or policy creation (only marginal 
Water Framework Directive, Flood Directive, Natura 2000, 
CAP)



Thank 
you!
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